
c c e s sc c e s sA
By Sheryl Mase, LSTA Library Specialist

It’s time to grab a cup of coffee (or other beverage of
choice), sit down with your coworkers and collaborate on a
project idea for a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA)
grant. The LSTA competitive grant program for fiscal year
2002 has just been announced. It’s not your same old LSTA
program, either. There are some exciting changes ahead.

You’ll still recognize LSTA, but there are new funding
categories, new timeline adjustments and even a new pro-
posal review process. All of these changes have been
designed to assist libraries with the application process.

The 2002 funding categories are:

• Library Services to the Underserved (minimum 
grant award $5,000)

• Technology and Networking (minimum grant 
award $5,000)

• Collaboration and Partnership (minimum grant award $5,000; 25 percent required 
local financial match).

The third category is new this year and is designed to help libraries as they pioneer inno-
vative services and work together with other partners to share the knowledge gained from
such a partnership. The local financial match of 25 percent is required in this category and
although optional in the first two categories, it is strongly encouraged.

Grant proposals are due to the Library of Michigan by June 29, 2001, at 5:00 p.m. Award
announcement letters will be sent in October 2001; confirmations and contracts will be mailed
after approval of the federal budget, which is expected in January 2002. If your proposal is
chosen for funding, you will be required to attend a grant administration workshop in either
November or December 2001.

Funds may be spent only after the grant contract has been finalized. The deadline for
spending is April 30, 2003; the reimbursement deadline is May 30, 2003, and a final narrative
report is due by June 30, 2003.

The Library of Michigan will use a new review process for the 2002 proposals that will
involve both the LSTA Advisory Council and peer review teams. The Advisory Council will fill
out a brief score sheet that is based solely upon each proposal’s abstract. In addition, five
peer review teams will be formed, each with five members who will review approximately
twenty proposals in their entirety. These individuals will read each proposal on their own and
then gather together for a day to complete the scoring by using the Peer Review Score Sheet
(included in the 2002 LSTA Grant Guidelines Handbook). Each team will score a different set
of twenty proposals. Both the scores from the Advisory Council and the peer review teams will
be considered in the final funding decision by the State Librarian.



A revised handbook for FY 2002 contains detailed
information about submitting an LSTA grant proposal.
This handbook and the actual application form are
readily available by either visiting the Library of
Michigan website at
http://www.libraryofmichigan.org/lsta/lsta.html or by
contacting Beth Wetzel in Business Services at 1-800-
479-0021 (Lansing area residents, please call 517-373-
4791) or you may email her at bwetzel@libraryofmichi -
gan.org. If you have questions about the LSTA compet-
itive grant program or if you are interested in becoming
a peer reviewer, please contact Sheryl Mase, LSTA
Library Specialist, at 517-373-4331 or you may email
her at smase@libraryofmichigan.org.

Library of Michigan Board
Statement On Reorganization
Initiative

By David Tate, Chair
Library of Michigan Board of Trustees

The Library of Michigan Board of Trustees wel-
comes any opportunity to improve library services in
the state of Michigan. With this in mind, the Board is
interested in the recent announcement by G1overnor
Engler to establish a new state Department of History,
Arts and Culture, which may include the Library of
Michigan. The Board looks forward to working with the
Governor’s office and the Legislature on this initiative.

At the same time, the Library of Michigan Board
wishes to note that the Library has many accomplish-
ments to point to in its eighteen-year association with
the Legislature, including the new state library facility,
technology improvements, and the numerous partner-
ships within the Michigan library community.

As various organizational relationships are consid-
ered, the Library of Michigan Board has identified the
following as critical points:
• There should be an opportunity for the Library of
Michigan to provide leadership and promote and
advance library services for all types of libraries
throughout the state.
• There should be a process that supports the non-
partisan selection and leadership of a highly-qualified
State Librarian.
• There should be a visible recognition of the role and
value of libraries in the economic and educational well-
being of the state and its communities.

As always, the Board welcomes any comments or
suggestions from the library community.

http://www.libraryofmichigan.org/lsta/lsta.html


Michigan

Legends 
andLore
Focus of 2001
Mahoney
Children’s
Workshop 

By Gretchen Taylor, Public Information Intern 

Everyone loves a good story, especially when it is rooted in fact. That’s why the focus

of the 2001 Mahoney Children’s Workshop Series is on Michigan legends and lore. By

using the songs and stories found in Michigan history, librarians and other professionals

who work with children can use this topic in their reading and literacy programs. This

year’s workshops will be held on July 18 at the Library of Michigan in Lansing, August

15 at North Central Michigan College in Petoskey, and August 17 at the Peter White

Library in Marquette.

The workshop series is sponsored by the Mahoney Memorial Fund of the Library of

Michigan Foundation and the Library of Michigan. “The workshop will feature two guest

presenters: performer Michael Deren and illustrator Tom Woodruff,” says Foundation

Executive Director Sarah D. Watkins. 

Deren is the owner and operator of the Ann Arbor-based The Past in Person, a pro-

gram that presents Michigan history through song and historical reenactment. At all

three workshops, Deren will portray an 1870s Great Lakes schooner captain who will

take participants on a musical tour of Michigan’s inland seas. He also plays five other

characters plucked out of Michigan history: a Michigan lumberjack/shanty boy in the

1870s; an 1840s canal boat captain; an 1865 Civil War musician; an 1870s railroad

engineer; and a Northern Michigan Scottish iron worker of the 1880s.

Deren will also present Me? Be a Tree? Let’s See!, which demonstrates how educa-

tors can use visual, aural, kinesthetic and tactile activities to enhance their learning.

Tom Woodruff has illustrated three children’s history books: Michigan: An Illustrated

History for Children; Great Lakes and Great Ships; and Indians of the Great Lakes. He just finished the illustra-

tions for a fourth book, Prehistoric Great Lakes, and is currently writing and illustrating Timber! Michigan’s Lumber

Era. Woodruff will present his Great Lakes Illustration Workshop, discuss his books, and share his knowledge of

the Great Lakes region. His program will demonstrate ways to use creative processes to explore Michigan’s his-

tory, geography and natural resources.

A registration fee of $35 includes the full-day conference, lunch and all materials. For more information, 

call 517-373-2977.
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By Paul Groll

This year many sites are upgrading servers, from

various older technologies to Windows 2000. There

can be a number of headaches in the process, but

one of the most painful to the budget is the “orphan-

ing” of existing external peripherals like SCSI tape

drives.

Help is here in the form of a new connection

device from Adaptec, the USBXchange. This device

installs in Windows 2000 (or 98SE, ME) as a plug-

and-play USB controller. One end plugs into the

external USB port on your system, and the other is—

as you guessed it—an SCSI connector.

Up to seven external SCSI devices can be chained

from this connection. This can breathe new life into a

wide array of older SCSI peripherals, such as tape

drives, scanners, and a variety of other drives: hard

drives, Zip, CDROM, CDRW, DVD, etc. While not all

of these will thrill your servers, they will make your

laptop users very happy.

At this writing, the Adaptec USBXchange sells for

around $78.

Five minute storage expansion

Is your server struggling with too much data? Are

your drives full or filling up too fast? Deliverance may

be only five minutes away.

A number of vendors recently jumped into the net-

work storage market with various and sundry net-

work-attached storage (NAS) devices. A NAS device

adds disk-drive storage space for use by your server or

users without opening the server. Models vary by ven-

dor, but all are built around a similar core technology:

one or more disk drives in a self-contained housing and

an Ethernet port. Most run a version of control software

based on Linux, and provide a network or web-based

administration system.

Installing the system involves only a few simple

steps. Plug in the Ethernet, plug in the power, and

install the administrative software on a server or host

PC, assign the device an IP address, and you’re

almost done. The new drive space can be mapped as

a drive letter on the server; many units allow the cre-

ation of individual user accounts right on the NAS box. 

Separation and security of files, users, groups, or

data can be maintained the same as on your server

drives. At the Library of Michigan, we have installed

and experimented with five different models from four

different vendors. These range from a Windows-only

8GB unit to a Solaris/Windows 300GB-monster with a

built-in httpd server, for serving files directly to the web

with no other server intervention. Across the board, we

were impressed by the simplicity, utility, and value-per-

cost of all these units.

If you are considering an expansion of network stor-

age, don’t hesitate to call and chat with us about your

needs. We’ll be happy to share what we’ve learned.

Better yet, stop in for a tour and we’ll be glad to polish

them up and show them off.

To contact the Library of Michigan Network and

Information Systems Division, call the Help Desk at

517-373-2549 or email Paul Groll at groll@library -

ofmichigan.org.



T
he Many Realms of King Arthur , a trave

ing exhibition organized by the American

Library Association, arrived at Alpena

County Library for a month long visit. The exhibit

traces the development of the Arthurian legends

from their origins in the Middle Ages to their latest

adaptations in the twentieth century. It demon-

strates the various forms in which the story has

been told: poetry, drama, prose, opera, popular

song, musical theater, film, dance, novels, chil -

dren’s literature, comics and video games. The

library also played host to a variety of related

events and activities. Demonstrations, music and

magic were featured at an open house attended by

over 350 people. Crowds flocked to see book

reviews about the Arthurian legends,

movies, lectures on herbs, the legends

and lore of the period, overviews

of all the films that deal with that

era done by the inimitable

Richard Douglass, chess

and checkers tournaments,

kids crafts, fashion shows and

sword fighting. 

F
amily Tree Magazine at

http://www.familytreemagazine.co
m chose the Library of

Michigan’s Michigan 1870 Census Index
at h t t p : / / e n v o y. l i b r a r y o f m i c h i g a n . o r g / 1 8 7 0 _ c e n -
s u s /
as its Site of the Day on March 15, 2001.
The magazine staff felt it “will be a won-
derful online resource for our readers.”
According to Associate Editor Susan
Wenner, “Family Tree Magazine is a
new magazine that helps people
discover, preserve and celebrate
their family’s history. Though our
magazine’s website has only been online
since October 1999, 130,000 people are
visiting each month, and more are coming
each day. We hope our site’s visitors will
check out the Michigan 1870 Census
Index when it’s highlighted on our home
page.” The Michigan 1870 Census Index
will also be mentioned in the magazine’s
weekly email newsletter and indexed in
their Select Site Resource Guide at 
h t t p : / / w w w. f a m i l y t r e e m a g a z i n e . c o m / c a t e -
g o r i e s . a s p (look for the Michigan 1870
Census Index under the Census catego-
ry).

O
n Monday, January 8, 2001, the Geneva
Prairie Branch opened for business in the
Edward Lowe Center for the Council on

Aging. Affectionately dubbed “The Twig” due to its size,
Geneva Prairie houses three public computers (two are
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation), audio books,
videos and fiction and non-fiction books. The most popu-
lar services are the introductory computer classes for
Windows and the Internet. The senior patrons are most
appreciative of their “one-stop” facility. They can take a
ceramics or aerobics class in the morning, have lunch,
take a computer class, and then check out a book to
take home with them, all in one building!

In February, the new Cass District Library Howard
Branch opened at 2341 Yankee Street, Niles. After sur-
viving a plethora of locations—the township hall base-
ment, an RV and construction trailer in the school park-
ing lot, and the former township police department, the
branch received a permanent home in a former church.
The new facility will enable the library to expand its serv-
ices by providing more space for materials, children’s
activities and adult programs. The library has provided
service to Howard Township since 1963.

F
or the seventh consecutive year

the Mason County District Library

has received an anonymous

donation from an area resident. The latest

donation brings the total number of his gifts

to over $400,000. The donor has requested

that the funds be used for building improve-

ments at the library’s Scottville branch. Two

years ago, the library completed the first part

of a three-phase expansion program. The

staff and the library board are now planning

the second phase, which will nearly double

http://www.familytreemagazine.co


Would you like 
to receive
A c c e s s ?
Return this form to: 
Library of Michigan
Business Services 
Attn: Jami Getzen
P.O. Box 30007 

Lansing, MI 48909


